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41 Mason Terrace 

Request to Liftï November 2020 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:    41 Mason Terrace 

Applicant:    Robert Desimone 

Building Type:   House (Partial) 

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  Lynch-OôGorman House, Individually listed 1985 
 

                   

 

 
                        

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
 

The single-family residence at 41 Mason Terrace was designed by architect Arthur Vinal and constructed in 

1889 for owner Charles Sias at its original location, 1560 Beacon Street.  Sias was an executive with Chase and 

Sanborn, tea and coffee dealers with offices at 87 Broad Street in Boston.  By 1900 the property was owned by 

Frederic McQuestern of the George McQuestern Lumber Company, located in East Boston.  In 1903, 

McQuestern moved the home to its present location on Mason Terrace to make way for the larger home he 

planned to build for himself on Beacon Street.  The new house at 1560 Beacon Street, designed by Winslow and 

Wetherell, was demolished in 1967 and replaced by the present apartment building. 

 

Located at the edge of Corey Hill and adjacent to Beacon Street, the history of this property is indicative of the 

development pressure the commercial area has exerted on neighboring residential areas since the end of the 

nineteenth century.  While Corey Hill is predominantly a single-family neighborhood, Mason Terrace and the 

portion of Lancaster Terrace that adjoins Beacon Street are interspersed with denser multifamily development.  

The Corey Hill neighborhood was largely undeveloped when this home was relocated to Mason Terrace; homes 

present were clustered near the commercial corridors on Washington and Beacon Streets.  Large areas of Corey 

Hill remained undeveloped until the early 20
th
 century.  Because of this, the area is generally less architecturally 

elaborate than other areas of Brookline, famous instead for its stunning viewshed at the top of the hill.      

 

Architect Arthur Vinal began his career with the firm Peabody and Stearns, and became known in the Boston 

area for his residential designs in the Queen Anne style and public buildings in the Richardsonian Romanesque 
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style.  From 1884 to 1887, Vinal served as City Architect of Boston.  In Brookline, Vinal designed homes 

similar to 41 Mason Terrace at 54 and 66 Powell Street, as well as the apartment building at 1077-1081 Beacon 

Street.  The design of the pump house on Fisher Hill has been attributed to him and he also designed the 

Chestnut Hill Pumping Station.   

 

 

The 2 ½ story Queen Anne style house is one of the more ornate examples in the neighborhood, perhaps due to 

its previous location on Beacon Street.  Its hipped slate roofline is punctuated with multiple dormers, turrets and 

cross gables, the result of the homeôs dynamic asymmetrical massing.  Clad in staggered wooden shingles and 

clapboards, the lively design is accentuated by elaborate details: oversized acanthus leaves on the bays and the 

southeast gable, intricately carved stone and wood posts on the front porch and stained glass windows in the 

front bay and west oriel window.    

 

In their hearing on December 10
th
, 2019, the Commission imposed an 18 month demolition delay on the 

property at 41 Mason Terrace, finding that the property meets the following criteria for a determination of 

significance: 

 

b. The building is listed on or is within an area listed on the National or State Registers of Historic Places; is 

eligible for listing on the National or State Registers of historic places; or is a building for which a preliminary 

determination of eligibility has been made by the Massachusetts Historical Commission;  

 

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad 

architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social history of the town or Commonwealth; and 

 

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, 

or its association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The building at 41 Mason Terrace retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, and 

workmanship. 

 

 

On December 11
th
, 2019 the applicant requested a lift of the demolition delay based on submitted plans 

proposing a garage and family room addition to the west and south sides of the home.  At the hearing on 

January 14th, the Commission expressed concern about the setback of the proposed addition from the rear 

property line, which was 10ô.  The case was continued until zoning approval could be obtained and the applicant 

was asked to return with a site section that would include the apartment building to the rear, showing their 

relationship.  On September 25
th
, 2020, Preservation Planners received another request to lift the stay of 

demolition based on new plans for a family room addition.  The addition in the current plans is scaled back 

from the first submission, no longer including a garage.  The proposed 16ô6òx23ô10ò family room is attached to 

the southwest corner of the house at the 1
st
 floor, connecting to the existing deck at the rear and adding a new 

entry stair at the front. The addition is now set back 17ô from the rear property line.  This project still requires 

zoning relief and the applicant has a tentative ZBA date of 12/28/2020.  With this addition, the applicant hopes 

to keep the existing interior layout and finishes of the home while creating new space to address current lifestyle 

needs.  The Commission should consider the impact of the addition on the existing house and the 

appropriateness of the architectural details to the original Queen Anne design.   
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Aerial view of 41 Mason Terrace, looking east. 

 

 

 

Aerial view of 41 Mason Terrace, looking north. 
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Aerial view of 41 Mason Terrace, looking west. 

 

 

Aerial view of 41 Mason Terrace, looking south. 
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Photograph of façade, 41 Mason Terrace. 
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Northeast corner, view from Mason Terrace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


